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After Adam and Eve had sinned, they were under bondage to the law. Because of their
transgression they were sentenced to suffer death, the penalty of sin. But Christ,
the propitiation for our sins, declared: “I will stand in Adam’s place. I will take
upon myself the penalty of his sin. He shall have another trial. I will secure for
him a probation. He shall have the privileges and the opportunities of a free man,
and be allowed to exercise his God-given power of choice. I will postpone the day of
his arraignment for trial. He shall be bound over to appear at the bar of God in the
judgment.”
For thirty-three years the Only Begotten of the Father dwelt among the children of
men. He who knew no sin bore the burden of our guilt. During these years he finished
the great work he came to accomplish. He became the propitiation for the sins of every
one who believes on him. For our sake the Innocent is pronounced guilty, while through
his merits the guilty are pronounced innocent.
Our Only Hope
God’s law has lost none of its force. In his sight sin is still a hateful thing.
Because we have sinned, we must personally bear the condemnation of the law, unless
someone else, one in whom no taint of sin can be found, will bear the condemnation in
our behalf. Without a substitute, we have no hope of pardon and salvation.
Although the sinner cannot himself in any way evade the charge of disloyalty to God’s
law, he may by faith accept Christ as his personal Saviour, his suretyship, and be
pardoned. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” “And if any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins; and
not for our’s only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”
Walking in Newness of Life
“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid.
How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in
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the likeness of his resurrection; knowing this, that our old man is crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.
For he that is dead is freed from sin.
“Now if we be dead with Christ , we believe that we shall also live with him; knowing
that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over
him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once; but in that he liveth, he liveth
unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin; but yield yourselves unto God, as those that
are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
For sin shall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under the law, but under grace
. . . . For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Justified by Faith
Sinners are committed for trial. They must answer to the charge of transgressing God’s
law. Their only hope is to accept Christ, their Substitute. He has redeemed the
fallen race from the curse of the law, having been made sin—a curse—for mankind.
Nothing but his grace is sufficient to free the transgressor from bondage. And by the
grace of Christ all who are obedient to God’s commandments are made free.
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus; whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God.” “Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins
are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.”
* * * * * * * * * *
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